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High water 
@oomes close, 
but no harm 


Pioneer Hall was at the 
water’s edge when Little Butte 
Creek rose above its banks 
during the New Year’s Day 
flood, but the building suffered 
no harm. 

The biggest loss appeared to 
be a picnic table, which washed 
downstream, but Norman Walch, 
who was surveying flood dam- 
age on the Walch property, 
discovered it in the Osborn 
Creek meadow above his father, 
Buck Walch’s home. More flood 


photos on page 4. 
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The Lake Creek Historical Society 
operates as a nonprofit Oregon cor- 
poration qualified by the IRS as a 
charitable organization as defined 
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All contributions (less $5) to the LCHS 
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the Oregon Historical Society, 1230 
SW Park Avenue West, Portland, Or- 
egon 97205, telephone (503) 222- 
1741. 
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LCHS needs YOU 


Wanted: People interested in 
preserving the history of Lake 
Creek and helping the Lake 
Creek Historical Society continue 
to be a vibrant and active force in 
the community. Job requirements 
include attending the monthly 
meetings (third Thursday at 7:30 
p.m.) and helping on LCHS 
projects. Pay consists of lavish 
doses of feeling good about 
yourself. 

If you are interested in this 
position, please contact Susan 
Shoemaker at 826-1513. 

As the above notice indicates, 
the Lake Creek Historical Society 
could use a few good people to 
serve on the board of directors. 
The society recently lost two 
board members. Joan Jensen, 
who had served since March 
1993, resigned because of her 
busy schedule and the many 


other activities that are consum- 
ing her time. Chris Duke, who 
had been on the board since 
April 1992, resigned because of 
plans to change jobs and loca- 
tion. Both were invaluable to the 
board, and they will be missed. 
Our thanks to them for all the 
time and energy they put into 
the Lake Creek Historical Society. 

The LCHS bylaws state that 
the board should consist of no 
fewer than five and no more than 
11 directors. Presently the board 
is comprised of seven members. 
The newest addition is Bill 
Jackson, who was appointed in 
October 1996. 

So if you can afford a few 
hours a month to be a part of this 
dynamic organization, give 
Susan a call. You‘ll be glad you & 
did. And so will your neighbors. 


Calendar of Events 


Monthly Meetings: 
Lake Creek Learning Center: third Tuesday, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Lake Creek Historical Society, third Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Lake Creek Rural Fire District, third Monday, 7:30 p.m. 


March: 


April or May: 


Camp White Display, date to be 
announced. 


Second Annual Spring Art Show 


June: Annual Lake Creek Rural Fire District 
BBQ fundraiser 


August 23: 


The Lake Creek Letter 


Annual Antique Doll Show 
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Briefi 


Boon let those old photos 


go to waste in a drawer 

Do you have any old photos? 
The Lake Creek Historical Soci- 
ety would like to look through 
your photo collections and 
duplicate your historical pictures 
to have on file and display at the 
Pioneer Hall. Ron Walch is the 
LCHS photographer. 

The duplicator is also a way 
for you to get extra copies of 
photos for yourself and family 
members. 


You could become 


an oral historian 

LCHS is also continuing with 
its project to take oral histories 
from longtime residents and 
@hdding to the society’s collection. 
If you would like to be involved 
in taking oral histories, contact 
Susan Shoemaker at 826-1513. 
Training is available. 


Annual Christmas party 


crowds Pioneer Hall 

The Annual Lake Creek 
Christmas Party was a huge 
success again in 1996. Held Dec, 
15, it packed Pioneer Hall with 
families and friends who enjoyed 
lots of good food and company. 


Put it on display 

LCHS is always happy to 
accept items for display at the 
Lake Creek Pioneer Hall. If you 
have some historical artifacts or 
items you would like to loan for 
Oi sia, please contact us. 


A will is a document 
that tells others how you 
wish to divide your assets 
— cash, property and 
personal possessions that 
you leave behind when you 
die. Without a valid will, 
these important decisions 
are left up to the courts, 
which may not correspond 
with your wishes. 

With a will, your estate 
is divided among the people 
and organizations you 
choose and care about. 

Remembering the Lake 
Creek Historical Society is a 
very thoughtful choice that 


The Lake Creek Letteris published biannu- 
ally by the Lake Creek Historical Society and 
distributed to members and others as de- 


signed by the Board of Directors. Subscrip- 
tion is free with membership. Single issues 
and back copies are available for $1 each. 
Copyright © 1994 by the Lake Creek His- 
torical Society. No part of this publication 
may be reprinted without written permission 
from the Society. 


Address all editorial communications to: 
Lake Creek Letter, c/o Lake Creek 
Historical Society, 1739 South Fork Little 
Butte Creek Road, Eagle Point, Oregon 
97524. 


Remember the Lake Creek 
Historical Society in your will 


leaves a legacy of history for 
your children and your 
children’s children. It 
ensures the continuation of 
the good work that has 
begun in Lake Creek to 
preserve our past for future 
generations to enjoy. 

If you don’t have a will, 
you should consider having 
one drawn up. And if you 
appreciate the work of the 
Lake Creek Historical 
Society, remembering us in 
your will is one method of 
expressing that appreciation 
in a meaningful way. 


We are happy to consider queries and con- 
tributions. All material must be submitted 
with the writer's name, address and tele- 
phone. We cannot return material submit- 
ted unless a postage paid return envelope 
is included. The Lake Creek Historical So- 
ciety will take care with all materials sub- 
mitted, but cannot be responsible for loss 
or damage. 


Postmaster: Lake Creek Historical Soci- 
ety special bulk mailing privileges were ap- 
proved January 29, 1991, with authoriza- 
tion to mail at the special bulk rates at Eagle 
Point, Oregon 97524. Authorization No. 
0490979-TGG. 
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PHOTOS COURTESY WALT CARPENTER 
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High 
water 


Like much of 
southern Oregon, 
Lake Creek was 
inundated by flood- 
waters on New Years 
Day. Above, the 
confluence of Little 
Butte Creek and Lake 
Creek makes Pioneer 
Hall appear to be 
afloat. At left, the 
Grange Hall is in 
water up to the 
basement windows. 
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Its origins are lost and probably never will be rediscovered, but from its humble origin as 
a post office where the owner may have begun the store by stocking small items such 


Little Butte Creek, becoming the 


Heart of the 


This is the first of a series on the 
history of the Lake Creek Store. The 
following article appeared in the 
Eagle Point Independent Nov. 17, 
1981 and was written by Helen E. 
Barrow. It ts reproduced here with 
the author’s permission. 


By Helen Barrow 

Webster’s Unabridged Dictio- 
nary defines a store 
as an establish- 
ment where goods 
are regularly 
offered for sale. 
The Lake Creek 
Store has been this 
and much more for 


many years. 


r This area, unlike many other 


pioneer communities, has never 


accuracy. 


had a church to serve as a com- 
munity center. The Lake Creek 
School, the Lost Creek School, 
and the Middle District School 
provided education for the 
youth. At times these schools did 
house religious services, but by 
and large, community life cen- 
tered around the store and post 
office. 


There has been either a dance 


hall or a community building 
near the store for most of the 


@ 3s chewing tobacco for sale, it kept pace with the people who lived on both forks of 


Gommuni ly 


years that Lake Creek has ex- 
isted. 

How long the store has been 
in existence is a puzzle still 
unsolved. Should the site be 
considered as a national historic 
spot, it might be like the person 
trying to collect social security 
without a birth certificate. No 
one doubts that the store is there, 
but when it was 
built — or even 
first started to sell 
goods, cannot be 
established with 
absolute accuracy. 

Postal records 
from the archives 
in Washington, D.C. show thata 
Joseph Delk was appointed 

Continued on page 6 
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No one doubts that the store is there, but when 


it was built — or even first started to sell 
goods, cannot be established with absolute 


(are 
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Best guesses of old-timers date 
the present store at around ISO04® 


song ne .gQ4 961 


Continued from page 5 
postmaster for Lake Creek on 
April 25, 1888. The Jackson 
County archives do not show 
that this Mr. Delk owned any 
property in the Lake Creek area 
but they show that he paid a poll 
tax. 

The federal archives show a 
long list of postmasters following 
Delk in the late 1800's. The only 
one remembered by the old 
timers still alive is a John Grieve 
who later moved to Prospect to 
operate the hotel, store, and 
postal complex there. 

Some of the old timers 
believe that Grieve operated a 
store, but here again, the county 
archives do not show that Grieve 
ever owned any land in the Lake 
Creek area at the time that he 
was postmaster between 1890 
and 1894. 

But in 1898, we come to 
records which verify what old 
timers Victor Gardener of Lake 


_ SS eee 
Mrs. Campbell recalls that Mrs. Wright 
had the postal services in her home in 
1901. She does not recall that there was 
a store in this home, but others feel that 
some things, particularly chewing 
tobacco, were sold by Mrs. Wright. 
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This postal receipt has a date of March 22, 1928. 


became postmaster. He served, 
evidently, until his death. His 
widow, Sarah, must have remar- 
ried fairly soon for on March 31, 
1900, Sarah Wright was ap- 
pointed post- 
mistress. Mrs. 
Campbell 
recalls that 
Mrs. Wright 
had the postal 
services in her 
home in 1901. 
She does not 
recall that there 


Creek, and Flora Edler Frey 
Campbell of Eagle Point, do 
remember. 

In 1898 a Henry H. Conley 


was a store in 
this home, but others feel that 
some things, particularly chew- 
ing tobacco, were sold by Mrs. 
Wright. 


But Mrs. Wright was des- 
tined to be widowed again very 
soon. We find an Idah Hall 
caring for the postal work be- 
tween 1905 and 1907. Sarah 
married again, this time a Mr. 
Hessler, and served as postmis- 
tress again between June 26, 1907 
and January 25, 1909. 

But none of this data tells us 
when the store was built. George 
Daley of Eagle Point is positive 
that the present store building 
was constructed and in operation 
by 1904. Mrs. Campbell concurs 
that this was probably the case. 

The tax and deed records do 
not show that Mrs. Hessler 
owned the property on which 

Continued on page 7 
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SOHS records 
say the store 
replaced one 

built in the [880s 


Continued from page 6 

the store is located until Sept. 2, 
1907, when she acquired the land 
by deed from the Oregon and 
California Railroad Company. 
Again, some of the senior citi- 
zens supplying information say 
that it was common to build on 
O&C land without owning it, so 
in all probability the store was 
constructed sometime between 
1901 and 1904. 

A clue to the reason for 
getting a deed for the land in 
1907 is found in the deed records 
of 1908. On September 1, 1908, 
Sarah Hessler sold the property 
to an A.H. Thompson for a total 
of $1,000; $150 down, plus eight 
yearly payments of $100 and a 
final payment of $50. The deed 
stipulated 6 percent interest to be 
paid on the balance due. 

Mrs. Hessler continued to 
live in the area for years to come, 
and could be seen in the 1920’s, 
with her son, Milo Conley, as 
they went from place to place in 
a wagon. She seemed always to 
be dressed in black. Maybe that 
was her favorite color after being 
widowed three times. 

The records in the Jackson- 
ville Museum do not agree 
exactly with the findings noted 
above. They say that the store 
was built in “about 1906” to 
replace one built in the 1880’s. 
Ben and Betty Humphrey, 
present store owners, heard — 
they think from the Sidley sisters 


— that the present store was 
built to replace one built in the 
late 1800's. This first store was 
supposedly destroyed by fire. 
Another strange fact is 
brought to light in the tax 
records. The present store prop- 
erty was taxed for $50 worth of 
improvements in 1907; in 1908 it 
was taxed on $200 of improve- 
ments. This might indicate 
construction in 1908 were it not 


?-. 


TAX . oe 


The Lake Creek bridge and community hall in 1930. 


for the fact that taxes were levied 
for only $100 worth of improve- 
ments in 1909. The local archivist 
felt that this might indicate 
construction of some kind in 
1908 and then the demolition of 
some older structures in 1909. 
From this point on, docu- 
mentation of the operation of the 
store and its place in the commu- 
nity becomes much clearer. 
Continued on page 8 
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Dance admission was $1.10 with tax 
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When the Antles took over the store, they 
brought their music, and a dance floor was ® 
added to the Lake Creek infrastructure 


Continued from page 7 home from 
Mr. A. H. Thompson, his school, Aden | 
wife, and his crippled brother, would often 
Fred, came from the Yankee give her a lift. | 
Creek area, and their tenure at She recollects | 
the store lasted 13 years, from too that maca- | 
1908 until 1921. roni, beans and | 
Fred tended the store a great rice were kept | 
deal. Claus Charley tells of in big wooden 
stopping there one day and barrels. 
noting that all of the merchan- The APG Me ee re 
dise was in boxes rather than on Thompsons F: Aah an ate | 
he shelves: “Fred,” he asked, were evidently ZAR iain nay Das PA TRIS ae 
why don’t you get this stuff out an integral part REEL yanbandiniedeguiladdie” In the front-yard 
Say tiGonelves Of the commu- of the Wyant house in 1936. The Wyant family | 
“Well, you see, we don’t have nity, and many bought the store in 1925. 
any fire insurance and I figured former Lake 
in case of fire, I could drag it out Creek residents remember them floor, reputed to be the smooth- 
in boxes,” Fred replied. His fear kindly. Mrs. Campbell recalls est in the county, was made of @ | 
might be supporting evidence for receiving a wedding gift from maple. | 
the story of the burned first them when she and Fritz Frey The band held forth here 
store. were married. every other weekend. On alter- 
It seems that Mrs. Thomp- Walt and Edythe Antle and nate weeks, they played in the 
son, although not well, did a their daughter, Jane, acquired the Eagle Point Dance Hall, which 
great deal of the farm work, store in 1921. Mrs. Antle was was located slightly in back of 
while the two brothers minded appointed postmistress and the corner of Napa and Royal. 
pn undoubtedly also Walt played the drums, 
helped in the store. Edythe, the piano, and Leland 
prey, ies GegigeiP ray, fot! Bit the Antles aa the itr Leland’s 
carpenter, build an eight-sided dance had other interests, cousin, Hurst Charley, played 
hall directly across the road from perhaps even more saxophone. The men wore white 
important than striped pants. They did not use a 
the store. running a store; band stand, but played from the 
They were musi- center of the floor; a gasoline 
the store and post office. Anna cians who loved to play for generator supplied the lights. 
Nygren Walch Halsey recalls that country dances. So they had Admission was by ticket — 
Aden Thompson went to Eagle George Frey, a local carpenter, Jane doesn’t remember how 
Point in a Model T Ford truck at build an eight-sided dance hall much, but knows that the re- 
least weekly to get supplies. directly across the road from the ceipts were seldom over $100 a 
She remembers that, as a store. It had a stage area where night. r 2 
little second grader trudging refreshments were served. The Continued on page 9 
RR ee RTE SS TT 
The Lake Creek Letter SPRING 1997 


Page 8 


i 


Wyant family helped 
@ the community get 
through the Depression 


Continued from page 8 

These dances continued after 
the Wyant family bought the 
establishment in 1925. The 
makeup of the band changed but 
the community danced on and 
on in great numbers. Wanda 
Wyant Fairchild tells that on the 
nights when word got out 
through the “pipeline” that the 
moonshiners would be there, the 
floor would be so crowded that 
dancing was almost impossible. 
Mr. Bill Nickell, small in stature, 
but very concerned about his 


S| 
The moonshiners, when 


ee) there, paid the band. 


When they were not 
about, Mr. Wyant had to 
dig up the fee as well as 
supply the Coleman 
lanterns which were used 
then to light the hall. 


position, served as bouncer. 
Wanda and her mother sold 
refreshments when the band, ata 
very late hour, took a break. A tin 
cup of hot coffee cost a nickel; 
shredded pork on a bun cost a 
dime. What the moonshiners 
charged doesn’t seem to be in 
any records. 

The moonshiners, when 
there, paid the band. When they 
were not about, Mr. Wyant had 
to dig up the fee as well as 


supply the Coleman 
lanterns which were 
used then to light the 
hall. 

To a girl of 
Wanda’s age, the 
“flappers” were most 
fascinating. The ride 
to the dance hall left 
the coiffures of the 
ladies a bit mussed, so 
they came to the 
Wyant’s home, located 
next to the store, to 
redo their hair with 
curling irons heated in 
the chimney of a 
kerosene lamp. Even 
now, in 1981, the smell 
of sizzling hair still 
lingers in Wanda’s 
memory. 

The Wyants came 
in 1925 and stayed 
until 1947. According 
to Ralph Wyant, the 
youngest son, his 
father had not antici- 
pated being around 
anything like that 
long. Lewis Wyant, a 
native of Molalla, Oregon, had 
worked in the Seattle shipyards 
during WWI. Later he worked 
on the Southern Pacific Railroad 
between Ashland and Hilt. 

He was having health prob- 
lems, so he figured the store 
would provide his wife with a 
way to support the family after 
he died. Ralph Wyant and Jane 


Lewis and Wanda Wyant 


Antle Kessler say that the trans- 
action involved $1,000 cash plus 
an old Star car. Wyant also gave 
equity in a residence which still 
stands in Ashland, to make a 
total of $2,500 for the store, 40 
acres of land, the dance hall, and 
the dwelling standing next to the 
store. 

Continued on page 10 
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The stores glass showcase full of penny 
candy, was a powerful attraction to kids 


Continued from page 9 

The home was probably built 
during the time that Sarah 
Conley Wright Hessler was 
there, for her son Milo, according 
to some reports, helped build it 
with the square nails used at that 
time. Mr. Wyant at once installed 
tongue and groove fir flooring in 
the store, but the home was 
another matter. It had no 
subflooring and the dirt beneath 
the house was visible between 
the floor cracks by the kitchen 
range. 

The Wyants were hospitable 
people, taking in folks overnight 
who came to the store only a 
couple of times a year to order 
provisions brought by Mr. Wyant 
in his truck. Milo Conley would 
come down one day, go to town 
with Mr. Wyant the next, and the 
next day take his flour, bacon, 
beans, etc. home in his wagon. 


a 
Mr. Wyant at once installed tongue 
and groove fir flooring in the store, 

but the home was another matter. It 
had no subflooring and the dirt 
beneath the house was visible between 
the floor cracks by the kitchen range. 


Other neighbors would hang out 
a white dish towel to alert Mr. 
Wyant to stop and get their 
orders. Often these neighbors 
would ride into Medford in the 
truck. One passenger who had 
spent the previous night at 


Tires piled up at the store during World War Il, ready to help the country 


meet a rubber shortage. 


Wyants broke out with smallpox 
on the ride into Medford. 

During the twenties and 
thirties, “going to the store” was 
a fascinating thing for young- 
sters who did not 
get to Medford 
often. Little 
children were 
drawn as if by a 
magnet to the 
glass show case 
filled with all 
manner of can- 
dies, many 
selling fora 
penny each. This too was the 
place where pencils, crayolas, 
and those fat writing tablets 
could be purchased. The store- 
room at the side where livestock 
supplies were dispensed was a 
wonder too. 


It was there you had the fun @ 


of getting on the scales which 
operated with weights so you 
could tell teacher how much you 
weighed and have it put on your 
health card. Here, too, you 
bought coal oil (kerosene) for 
your lamps, gasoline for your 
car, and sold excess eggs. 

Postal regulations were a 
mite different too. Letters went 
for two cents. There was no rural 
delivery. People called to see if 
they had any mail and neighbors 
often picked up mail for each 
other. Often the Snyder cream 
truck driver took mail up his 
route and left it along with the 
empty cream can. 

The postmistress received 
some of the receipts taken in 
from sale of stamps, money 

Continued on page 11 
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Lake Creek social 
life revolved 
@ «ound the store 


Continued from page 10 
orders, etc., but an assured salary 
was an undreamed of thing. 

The post office, located in the 
back corner of the store, was one Wi ve). BA. 
place that was off limits. Once in is <a: ge Ee 
awhile, when no adult was Det — 
observing, the storekeeper’s 
child might sneak a young friend 
in to view the boxes holding 
neighbor’s mail, the rubber 
stamps, and the general clutter 
marking a postal area. Some- 
times that clutter included a box 
of baby chicks ordered by a 
farmer’s wife. 


——S EE 
Changes came when, in 
the summer of 1941, the 
dance hall burned. The 


Community Hall which 


t 7a 
4 ‘, 


replaced it served as the 
location for parties, not 
dances, and at times for 


oi 
vat, “+ 


Sunday School. CALS SA cg 


ve 
; Ray bey, Be... ’ 
At one time, part of the store Se oar 
was curtained off to provide 
living quarters for the pretty 
young teacher of the Lake Creek 
School, Miss Beth Farlow — later 


Mrs. Gold Zundel. might liven things up. home, designed by their high 
As in the days of the Antles, Changes came when, in the school son, Burrell. This home 
rodeos, 4th of July celebrations summer of 1941, the dance hall still stands across the road from 
and fireworks, and the last day burned. The Community Hall the store. (EDITOR'S NOTE: This 
of school picnics were held near which replaced it served as the house, which stands across the street 
the dance hall. In the hall, Christ- location for parties, not dances, from the Lake Creek Rural Fire 
and at times for Sunday School. District Station #1, is now owned 


mas programs were given and 
elections conducted. At the store, The old home was torn down by Cascade Ranches). 


once ina blue moon, a fight after Wyants built a fine new 
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Be a part of History! 
Join the ® 


LAKE CREEK HISTORICAL SOOIETY 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 
Phone (Day) (Evening) 


Comments: 


Please check the membership category below, and mail this form with your check to: 
Lake Creek Historical Society 
1739 South Fork Little Butte Creek Road 
Eagle PointOR 97524 
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CJ Benefactor ............. $100 per year (Historian ............ $200 per year 
L) Life Member .............ccccecee0 $500 EL.O@thers....deme et $ 


Q Yes! | want to be involved as a Lake Creek Historical Society Volunteer! 


o c . Non-Profit Organization 
Lake Creek Historical Society US. Pastand 


1739 South Fork Little Butte Creek Road PAID 


Eagle Point OR 97524 Eagle Point OR 


£0. det ah Shy 


Eagfe gent, 997504 


Permit No. 9 


